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Student Opportunity Act

Chapter 132 of the Acts of 2019 requires districts to submit three-year, 
evidence-based plans to the Department by April 1, 2020.  The plans will address 
four areas outlined in the law:

● Identify specific evidence-based programs the district intends to implement 
to effectively reduce disparities among student subgroups;

● Outline how G.L. c. 70 funds, as well as other local, state, and federal funds, 
will be used to implement the plan, including an explanation of the 
relationship between the allocation of the funds and the educational needs 
of the English learners and low-income students.

● Establish targets and outcome measures for addressing persistent disparities 
in achievement among student subgroups; and

● Specify ongoing plans to effectively engage families and measure family 
engagement outcomes.

*SOA Plans must include stakeholder input and be 
approved by local School Committees.
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Student Opportunity Commitments

1. Intentionally focus on student subgroups
2. Adopt, deepen, or continue specific evidence-based programs to 

close opportunity and achievement gaps
3. Monitor success in reducing disparities in achievement among 

student subgroups
4. Engage families, particularly those representing student 

subgroups

*Districts receiving less than $1.5 million in incremental Chapter 70 funds in FY21 are 

required to fill out a SOA “short form” plan.  Duxbury falls in this category.
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Duxbury Public Schools SOA Short-Form

Commitment 1- Focusing on Student Subgroups

Which student subgroups will require focused support to ensure all students achieve at high levels in school and are 
successfully prepared for life?

Duxbury Public Schools has prioritized funding to support targeted reading intervention to our 

Students with Disabilities  subgroup in grades preK-12.  

● This subgroup was selected based on achievement data from MCAS testing as well as district 

assessment data & analysis of service delivery.

● Our Strategic Plan 2019-2022 outlined an ambitious plan to close the achievement gap of 

our Students with Disabilities in reading.

● As a district, we have prioritized improving reading intervention supports for students as 

well as providing professional development to all staff in reading.
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Duxbury Public Schools SOA Short-Form

Commitment 2- Using evidence-based programs to close gaps

What evidence-based programs will your district adopt, deepen, or continue to best support the closure of achievement 
and opportunity gaps? What resources will you allocate to these programs?

Duxbury Public Schools has made a commitment to provide our special education teachers with 
research-based training in a specialized reading approach.  

● Orton-Gillingham is a direct, explicit, multisensory, structured, sequential, diagnostic, and 
prescriptive way to teach literacy when reading, writing, and spelling does not come easily to 
individuals, such as those with dyslexia. 

● Duxbury will continue to utilize Federal Title I grant funding to support targeted reading 
intervention programs such as Lexia.

● Our district is also committed to providing professional development on best practices to 

support struggling readers across content areas preK-12
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Duxbury Public Schools SOA Short-Form

Commitment 3- Monitoring Success with Outcome Metrics and Targets

What metrics will your district use to monitor success in reducing disparities in achievement among student 
subgroups? 

Success in reducing disparities between our Students with Disabilities subgroup will be determined by:

● DESE Outcome Metrics
○ ELA MCAS Achievement & Student Growth

○ Benchmark Assessment data (STAR Reading, AimsWeb)
● District Metrics

○ Informal assessment data
○ Percentage  of special education staff trained in Orton-Gillingham
○ Analysis of service delivery
○ Professional development & follow-up strategies provided to staff on best practices to 

support struggling readers & reading instruction strategies

8



Duxbury Public Schools SOA Short-Form

Commitment 4- Engaging All Families

How will your district ensure that all families, particularly those representing the student subgroups most in need 
of support, have the opportunity to meaningfully engage with the district regarding their students’ needs?

Parent Engagement Activities:

● School Committee
● SEPAC
● School Councils
● PTAs
● School Events (Open house, celebrations of learning, parent conferences, curriculum events, etc.)
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